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UHBre didiitbegin? e

SINIEaCher in a primary school
PABrked inan area of acute social
Jég Vation

rf?)ﬂ o) cerned by low levels of achievement
-and expectations

"o Initial pilot project for SEAL/VEAZ
® How could we best support our children
¢ \What difficulties were they experiencing ?
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SOVEMIMENT package WHICh needed to be looked at
sanenully to avoid overload and needs of the individual.

srllientistarting point but was adapted for our school
(I2zicfieis rson to make suggestions and
ram imendations) .

= ;{.,,E 5als with key skills and has themes related to various
- chool year events and changes.

~ o New Beginnings ... Going for Goals ... Relationships ...
Changes.

e Adapted to needs led events — a child moving away
from the school, brother sick in hospital.
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What difficulties were theyss
SYperiencing?™ —r
”““‘"“r)\-' ( g_s
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PNIElked to people who knew the children
ahdfiamilies — FLO, SENCO, dinner ladies,
parents, lollypop lady, children

== Jnknown events and traumas discovered -

b — T

= being trapped in a house fire, mental

- health issues, child primary carer, yo yo
- parent , new family - old family discarded
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E) /J ofi the children experlenced rlsks to
smeiRWell being and readiness to learn,

4zl ty of children had multiple risks
= K sEt)wn risks - Child Protection issues —

= =N
= neglect and abuse, social services
~ involvement - parenting help in place,
drink and drugs addiction, violence, police

iInvolvement, prison, terminal illness, debt




What could we do — out ofiour
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RECOgNISed that the situation and' history
wquI 't change

J rJJ“ hey were able to deal with their

= atlon and life experiences might

"'-Needed to support the children with their
~ sense of self worth, self esteem
confidence and be valued as individuals
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o Defigligfely of resilience - ‘bounceback” used
fo)f ,_F 2 VEAZ project and the ability to deal
Withidifficulties and remain positive

— :gcognlsed the importance of establishing

~ a positive identity, self confidence and self
~ worth

~ o Link to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Need,
Gardner, Bowlby and Goleman
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) Corl'f]d" optimistic and resilient children

ON( h]JJr#i" ‘'who communicate their needs
JJ‘LJ Xpectations

R cognition of their own entitlement,
e chhts and responsibilities

~ e Learners who reach their potential and
have aspirations




pectsuexploredss

G Bhaian experience where the poorest
LJr* recognise education as a way out
Jf poverty — optimistic and resilient

___ 5it to First Nation People — Seven
— ’Grandfathers Teachings — resilient despite
- the oppression of the Residential Schools.

“® Core values. belonging, safety, identity,
and self worth — link to Maslow
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SREOIIMItMEnt of the lead person — really believe
[IRHENCHanges that can be made.

2 JVDA'-L ‘eal and come alive.

J A ele school approach and ethos

= ﬁx‘zolvement of the SMT, all staff and the
'f-_* dchlldren

-® Non threatening — it's not counselling — light
touch — smile and name



Priomote the positive! —
REEOgNISe the'good things !

SNIENERW person needs time to' make things happens and
o) JJ‘]]\ , SUpPport and notice the good things happening
cllJUSHIc re this.

Tl e rents about the good things — phone call home,
WOrKAn the playground publicly

= = efke time to talk ... children remember these moments

-

- _O’ﬁ'ralnlng should be available for all staff (MMS...).

o Children also trained to assist as researchers — pro-
soclal/anti-social behaviours. Status and self esteem

® High profile and importance of social and emotional
issues should be maintained through regular friendly
iInput — good things noticed - without pressure and
deadlines.
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:_,r' ate the positive - SPEN Cj—
bite with chliﬂf-en '
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err—‘w~ Wlth chlldren . tape the conversation
yelee Jml—‘@ parents)

o gyt
(v
o Cor ]v_r;g ions with children and key points noted.
,_:QJ;a atlons of children in group and 1:1.
s Chi dren s drawings and stories ...William .
= Hse dance drama, photographs ( ...SEAL)
‘» Ask for special awards from staff and children.
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SeMe events arranged to makesthe,.
siildren feel special ~—
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SSTiGaDay. — singing, story telling, printing and sharing
EXPERENCES . I didn't know that I was this clever.’
ASnationaliaward winning project).

PRIERpINeEss Room — Used at some of the most vulnerable
FUMES (SATS)
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— 9= Children talking about social emotional issues and

-

;.;;f;:WTn”cent Van Gogh (film for Dutch television ... )

~ ® Narnia — Police hut turned into Narnia. Christmas for all
some wouldnt get one .'T want to live here.’

® S Club group — seven special children working together

® | unch time waitress service — Cream Tea for families
o
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Atsthe heart of this .. w;,
Elationships tﬁ%f—are formed

L

o [ "ermake the difference
ERIlIENWaY that we talk to children
J freh ay"that we treat children

=] j 5iisn’t the soft option .. there still need to be

==~ houndaries
f"ffo -The children need to feel secure and supported ..
—— 'pe_rhaps it only happens in school.

~e The resulting improved level of motivation and ability to
deal with setbacks impacts positively upon their learning.
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Whidt'we dormakes a diffﬂﬁi"

fihe ger mlnatlng seed must not be exposed
102 frost wind — that was the case with
Eln{he beginning.’

~ Vincent November 1883
Vincent Van Gogh 1853 - 1890
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2 [rie ]r act of what happens at school and in the
c]l dssieom has life long influences.  The orange
l-n-\r ant.

2 Qr,: Sortunities provided to develop bounce back
== andresilience are an essential part of our
1¢Iearnlng experience.

o \\e can make the difference — what we do and
why we do it.

~ o \We need to establish the positive identity,
confidence and self worth of every child
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‘T'll always be there for you James.” Yr 4 boy



