


We would be excited for you to use our findings

but please reference this report:
Tarpey, A., Rhodes, A., Lindley, M., Erlacher-Downing,

V. and Pollock, H. 2022, Blackpool Climate Co-

research Report, Blackpool: BoingBoing CiC. 
Available at: www.boingboing.org.uk/climate-co-

research-report 
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About Us

Maya Lindley, 18

Alice Tarpey, 12

Annie Rhodes, 14

Henry Pollock, 34

Viktoria Erlacher-Downing, 27

Hi I'm Alice I'm 12 and I've always cared about the
environment and I believe that as a team we can combat
climate change.😊👍

Hi I’m Annie, I’m home educated, a vegan and love
theatre and film. When climate change issues were

in the news it made me want to be a part of making
the world a better place.






Hi, I’m Maya - I love being involved in different youth

environmental groups to implement positive change and next
year I will start studying Sustainable Development at

University. 

 I’m Henry, I quit my job in automotive design in

search of something more meaningful and after a
PhD in metaphysics have been lucky enough to

end up working with the Blackpool 
Climate Co-Researchers!

 I’m Viktoria, I am a PhD researcher and am living off-grid. 
I love being involved in climate activism of all sorts because I


feel as a collective, big issues like climate change feel less

overwhelming and together we can make a real difference!
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What do they think and feel 

about climate change? 

“I feel let down by the government

 and sad about loss of habitat.

 Action is needed” 

(respondent, 17)

“It is very scary to me.

 I worry that it will dry out the water, 

then if it does, we need to fight over


water” 

(respondent, 12)

“I feel horror at the gathering pace of the

impact of climate change. Intense frustration


with the lack of action by governments,

organisations and individuals.

Hope that there can be a new way of living

which puts the environment first in all


aspects of life.” 
(Jon McLeod, teacher)






Overwhelmed sometimes because there is so

much that needs to be done. Sad, because of the


destruction that’s already been caused.
But my final one would be optimistic because we

finally now understand how big of a problem it

is and that we need to do something about it.” 

(Scott Butterfield, Blackpool Council)
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Resources: adults need to be aware and share.

Action: adults need to engage with young

people and be transparent about their actions.

Action: schools should facilitate climate groups
as standard, like school sports clubs, and link


up with other schools.

We are making the following

recommendations to adults in power:













Join a local or online youth climate group; we have
more power and support when we work together!




If there is nothing in your area, think of setting up a

group yourself. 

Check out the list of resources we have gathered

but also ask around to find local ones that are


relevant to where you live.

Get a group of like-minded friends together at

school and put pressure on the school head

teacher to facilitate a climate group or start a


version for your home-ed group.

Engage with your peers about climate change!

Don’t underestimate the power of grassroots


movements.

Pressure adults to find and share resources.

 Use your social networks to personally engage

with people. Focus on this rather than emails to

organisations etc. It works better for recruitment


and engagement.

Beware of digital exclusion if you need to conduct

your project remotely. If you can do it in-person,


then you could bring your own device to make sure

that people have digital access whilst reducing


paper waste.

We are making the following

recommendations to our peers:


















If you’re intending to conduct 

a similar sort of project:









Further research needed:

We wonder if there is a hesitancy or specific barriers

to keep young people from being involved in


systemic climate actions.

List of resources:



National/international:
Story of Stuff www.storyofstuff.org

BTO
Earthwatch

The Mammal Society
The Wildlife Trust

Marine Conservation Society
RSPB

WWF www.wwf.org.uk/thingsyoucando 
Green Leaders – National Youth Agency



Blackpool:

Blackpool Youth Climate Group
Junior Park Rangers

Grow Blackpool by Groundwork

 https://www.groundwork.org.uk/projects/grow-blackpool/



Check with your school/college if they 

have an eco-group!
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk
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